WHY ODIO 
THIS 
HAVE TO 


‘Tomoyodo 


Kujo 


een SS — WJ PRO,” 


moyo 


Kujo To 


All for the 
sake of 
protecting 


u 
Susumu 
ce ny -CHAN, 


‘A YOU'RE 
C) STILL 
) SLEEPING? 
fT IT’S LIGHT 
i OUTSIDE!! 


= 
Y) £ : WHAT [S IT, 
wy tae DAIKOKUYA 
MADAM? 
OMITSU SF 
-CHAN/? C) aye 
9 —_ 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? A 
CUSTOMER 
if HAS A BAD 
WAIST? | 
( 
OUR MITSL ARE 
Wp IS IN you 


TROUBLE OTe Ie 


YOU ARE ASKING ; 
ME TO FORGIVE OMITSL’S 
HER FOR ; ACTIONS 
HOU EE HAVE BEEN 
DISRESPECTING ReTING —_fAVE SEEN 
He OBE UNREASON- ae 
SAMURAI OUST 
BECAUSE 
SHE'S A CHILOP 


BECAUS 
SHE'S 
JUST A 


J) 


PLEASE \ \ oust 7 
UNDERSTAND, | TAKE A / 
SHE'S NOT SS j LOOK AT 
—— [ HER 


EVEN FIVE 


THERE'S 
NO USE 
ARGUING 
ABOUT IT 


win 


dS 


AK 


‘cL_l ——==\ _ (yp ¥ 

YOU GUYS be : ape (7 
HAVE NEVER 2 a a | mu 
CUT \ 
ANYONE, 


>» 


SS 


| | 
Yee 
j 
| SUSUMU 


THE ONES 
RESPONSIBLE 
CHILOREN’S 


SUSUMU-HAN, 
OMITSU-CHAN 
IS IN 
DANGER! 


We 


you 
cowAro! 


EVERYONE, 
AREN'T YOU 
GOING A 


THAT MUST 

HAVE BEEN 

SCARY FOR 
you 


NICE 
WORK! 


NO, NO, IF IT 


plo you WEREN'T FOR 
| LEARN your your HELP YOU HAVE 
SWORDSMAN THEY WOULO A GOOD 
SHIP AT A HAVE CUT US ARM 
PRESTIGIOUS DOWN. 


DOVJOP 


IT’S 
NOTHING 
LIKE 
THAT 


IT JUST 
IMITATE 
WHAT TI 


f| 


PEOPLE LIKE THE SONNO 
THEM HAVE JOul 


I’M SORRY, BUT 


THE OUR TROOPS NOTHING MOVEMENT 
ARE A LITTLE KEEPING THEM IS POPULAR 
SHORTHANDED IN CHECK THESE DAYS 


WHY DON’T 
YOU JOIN US 
IN 
PROTECTING 
KYOTO AND 

OSAKAP 


T THINK 
SUSUMU-HAN 
HAS WHAT IT 


IT’S NOT 
EVERY DAY 
THAT 
SOMEONE 
COMES TO 
YOU FROM 
OVER 


IF IT’S 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
WORRIED, I 
OON’T THINK 
YOU HAVE TO 


THE TROOPS 
UNDER THE 


COMMAND OF THE © 


PROTECTOR OF 
KYOTO, 
MATSUDAIRA 
KATAMOPI 


CAUSED BY 
RONIN WHO: 


OUT THEI2 
DUTY TO 
MAINTAIN 
ORDER IN 
KYOTO AND 
OSAKA 


IM JUST A 
COMMONEP 


JOIN OUR 

TROOPS, 

YOU CAN 

BECOME 

about it 
one more 


A 
SAMURAI 


I DON’T 


2 WANT TO 
EM HOLO A 
wie SWORD IN 
ack THIS HAND 
UNW AGAIN 

ca 


I HAVE BEEN \ ; 
RECRUITING IN SHUT UP. | / vp RE SO 
ALL OF THE KYOTO IS SLOPPY. 
BUT THE REPUTABLE P= +9 YOU'LL SET 
SITUATION IS _D0OJOS A BAD 
VERY EXAMPLE TO 
UNSTABLE Our MEN 


IF SOMEONE 
MEETS ALL THE 
QUALIFICATIONS, 
HE COULD 
BECOME A 
MEMBER, RIGHT? 


I'LL LOOK ARE YOU / HURRY UP 
INTO THAT UE He iif ANO 
COULo Be | y 
TRUSTEDP >. ae Bane 
q 
iran, BEFORE IT 
ys 
SaaS | ects 
om SE COLDER 
SO MN 
74) a er A aa 
PES Sele i 
4 


TS ROALD 


Se Soa 


FROM HIS 
HALF-SOLED 


* A TYPE OF STRAW SANDALS. 
WORN BY WARRIORS 


THE EYES 
OFA 


SAMURAI 


SHINSENGUMI 
EVEN BRIBES 
CHILORENP 


NO, IT’S NOT 
LIKE THAT, IT WAS 
GOING TO ASK 
HER WHERE YOU 


you've BEEN 
LOOKING 
INTO MY 
BACKGROUND 
FOR THE LAST 
FEW DAYS. 


\ AROUND, 
1 


YEAH, ANY 
ONE YOU 
WANT, TAKE 
YOUR PICK. 


SHOULON’T 


FOLLOW BUT YOU SAID 
J\ weieo PEOPLE "IN 


EXCHANGE" 


R 
| 
G 
w 
T 
a 


i 
Ni 


iy 


PLEASE \\\ 


FORGIVE 


I CAN'T GIVE 
YOU THAT MUCH 
MONEY FOR 
your WAR 
FUNDS, EVEN IF 
YOU ASK ME 


ME 


I DON’T 

LIKE THE 

IOEA OF 

BRIBING 
SOMEONE 


THAT’S STRANGE, 
I TOLD THE 
INVESTIGATOR TO 
AVOID BEING 
DETECTED 


wry /4 


| | THE ONLY 
un THING THAT 
iWee..| MATTERS IS 


B 


saw | 
COMMITTING A Im ] 
EXTORTION fA J 


T THINK 


NOT YOU'RE 
x INTERESTED DEFINITELY | 
ar + suiteo FoR | 
i “\\ THE 
W\\ SHINSENGUMI 


Os 


AN, 


SON OF 
ACUPUNC- 
TURIST 
HAYASHI 
GOROZA- 
EMON 


"Mee y Sh 


Tn 


YOU BECAME A 
JUNIOR 
OFFICIAL’, BUT 


TRAINED IN OSAKA 
BOTH KYOSHIN 


NOW YOU'RE 
HELPING ges z giaa MEICHI-RYLU 
your KENJUTSU ANO 
FAMILY’S "OOSHIN: & / KATORI-RYU 
LOW-RANKING OFFICIAI a BOUJUTSLI* 


ACUPUNCTURE 
BUSINESS” 


* FIGHTING WITH A STAFF 


BORN IN EDO, Weuico 
STUDIED AT FIGHTING een ork 
KONDO’S wns E00D 
TENNEN STILL BE REPUTATION 
RISHIN-RYU TROUBLE WHEN YOU 
DOJO -SOMEP? WERE AN 
OFFICIAL 


THE DAY BEFORE 
YESTERDAY, YOU 
ATE THREE MOCHI 
AT THE KOTOMORI 
TEAHOUSE 
NEAR KAMO 


SAMURAI, 
T’LL END uP 
HAVING TO 
HAVE TO CUT 
PEOPLE 
DOWN 


AND SPENT 


YESTERDAY, 


AFTER THAT, PATROLLING THE 

YOU ALMOST ciTy, YOU HAD YOU TOOK 

FELL DOWN a THE Game 
AT TEMPLE 


SERIOUSLY 
SANNENZAKA”’ ANO 


DEFEATED 


y 


YOU'RE A 
REGULAR 
CUSTOMER AND 
YOU WERE GLAD 
TO RECEIVE 
EXTRA PICKLES 


ANDO GOT 
SCOLDED BY 
VICE- 
COMMANDER 
HIVIKATA 


Y 


WHEN DID YOU DID YOU KNOW? 


TWAS A THERE’S A STORY 
OUNIOR DO SUCH A THAT IF YOU FALL AT 
“ee DETAILED SANNENZAKA, YOU'LL 

DIE WITHIN THREE 
pnipeee INVESTIGATION Rene 


ESTIMATE 


IF 
SOMEONE 
PROBES 
ME, 


THAT'S THE 
BEST WAY TO 
WIN AGAINST 
your 
OPPONENT 


INFORMATION 
-GATHERING 
ABILITY 


SUSUMU-HAN, 
I'VE GOT A 
SHIPMENT THE 
DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW 


WHATP! 
ANOTHER 
RONIN IS 
CAUSING 

TROUBLE! 


SKILLS AND 


CONNECTIONS 3 


ZZ 


SUSUMU-SAN 


HAS 
EVERYTHING 
THAT THE 
SHINSENGUMI 
NEEDS RIGHT 


SUSUMU, 
T HAVE A 
PAIN IN 

MY BACK 


+ wy, 


Pi 


eae Yj , 


ill 


THE 
ARE YOU \ WEATHER’S 
OkAYP ff | 4 


» KILLING 


THAT'S AND 
RIGHT GETTING 
KILLED...? 


YOU'RE 
THE 


» iat @) ONE 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 


WHO SAID ee 
IT’S THAT 
OKAY, on 's . we 
MADAM Tae hat 


SUSUMU-CHAN 
IS NOTA 
COWARD FOR 
NOT CARRYING 

A Sworo!! 


HE CUT OH 
DOWN f SCT- 
fie / | INSPECT 


YOUNGER } [|  f SHIMADA- 
SISTER Wi SAN 
By A\ N | voila 


UY, Ro 2 
MISTAKE YAMAZAKI | / sake 
I FOUND OUT SUSUMU 
§ AFTERWARDS 
THAT, 
BEFORE HE 
LEFT HIS 
POSITION AS 
A JUNIOR 
OFFICIAL... 


ww oY TTA 
Y ~ PT 


MITSUS! 
FATHER!! 


COME 
QUICK 


SET THIS 
PLACE 
ON FIRE 


KILL ALL THE 
CHILDREN 
AND 
ELDERLY 
SHINSEN- 
GUM 


; SUSUMU DAMN IT, 
BUT CAN'T YOU CHAN, 


HELP HERP \ t KNOW , I'VE 
YOU DON'T Meoeee 


FOR THE . LIKE WITH THE 
SAKE OF Mh y¥ SWORDS WRONG 
HER : ' : 5 . FOLKS 


ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER, THE WHEN HE WAS 
BANDITS WHO | A JUNIOR 
SLASHED AT HIM OFFICIAL, HE 
IN THE COLD lO HIS JOB 
RAIN WERE ea HE WAS ATTACKED ‘ WELL, BUT 
KILLEO OFF IN HIS SLEEP 1 
WHEN HE WAS 
STAYING AT HIS 
FAMILY HOME 
BECAUSE 
A CERTAIN GANG 
HAD A GRUDGE 
AGAINST HIM 


HE STABBED 
ATA 
PRESENCE 
HIODEN IN 
THE 
SHADOWS 
UNDER THE 


THE 
MAGISTRATE’S 
OFFICE ANO THE 
TOWNSPEOPLE 
COVERED FOR | 
HIM, SAYING HE \ IT WAS HIS 
OID WHAT HE SISTER WHO 
HAD TO 00 HAD RUN 
] AwAy ANO 
WAS HIOING 
AT HOME 


ANDO THE FEELING IN THESE 
OF WIPING OFF : s HANDS... 
MY SISTER'S 
BLOOD FROM MY 


I'LL NEVER 
FORGET THE 
FEELING OF 
HER LITTLE 
BODY 
GETTING 
COLDER AND 
COLDER 


SO WHEN 
T HOLO A 
Sworo, 


THAT 


I DON’T 
CARE IF YOU 
HATE ME, 


TEN MEN F 
HAVE 


ORAWN BUT I’M 
unos GOING TO 
AGAINST SAY IT 


you 


WE'RE 
JUST 
TWO 

PEOPLE 


SPECTACUL 
AR DEATH 


GOING IN 
THERE 


IN BATTLE WITHOUT A 
SwOrod 
MEANS 
YOU MIGHT FEEL GOING TO 
GOOD ABOUT your DEATH 


THAT, BUT 


your SISTER 
WILL THINK YOU 


IF NO ONE 
IS SAVED IN 


DIEO ‘ 
MEANINGLESSLY THE ENO... 
TOO 


IF NO 
ONE 
COULD 

PROTECT 

THEM 


ANDO THE 
SAME 
WORDS 
"HELP ME" 


I WON'T BE 
ABLE TO FACE 
MY SISTER AND 


THE COLD 
RAIN IS THE 
SAME AS 
THAT NIGHT 


IRONIC, 
ISN'T ITP 


se 
<p> 


IT MUST BE 
DONE. ANYONE 

» WOULD FEEL THE 
SAME WAY 


IF IT’S uP TO ME, 
PL Por 


I'LL TAKE 
UP THE 
Sworpd 


ARE yOu 
OKAY? 
THAT WAS 


ABLE TO 
PROTECT 
THEM 


I CAN’T GO 
BACK TO 
BEING A 

COMMONER 
ANYMORE 


OKITA-HAN, 
ARE YOU 
STILL 
ALIVE? 


I'VE CUT 
DOWN SO 
MANY 


THE RAIN 
TURNED 
INTO 

SNOW 


EVEN SO, 
THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN 

THE SUN 

SHINES 

THROUGH, 

HUHP 


OH, THE 
CLOUDS 
ARE 
PARTING 


ONCE YOU'VE 
CUT IT, THE 
REST WILL 

BE SUNNY 


[ Between the Clouds « End 7] 
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